An Apology: The Case Against Atheism

Atheism does untold damage to our society. A Christian's Response

By Lita Cosner

A full century of scientific insights has various popular ‘evidences for evolution’ such as the Piltdown and Archaeoraptor forgeries, staged photos of peppered moths, Haeckel’s forged pictures alleging embryonic recapitulation and similarities, the alleged Ostraea–to–Gryphaea evolution which was merely ecophenotypic change.  Further,  discoveries on the complexity of even the ‘simplest’ life show up the absurdity of goo-to-you evolution.  However, nearly half the American population believes that the entire cosmos was created by a Big Bang several billion years ago, where nothing exploded and became everything.  Those with the power to elect presidents and congressmen—and many who themselves get elected—believe that the universe made itself, that stars collapsed from huge gas clouds, and that the first members of our species were little more than apes who learned how to walk on two legs. They pretentiously dismiss anything supernatural as ‘pre-scientific’, including the existence of an Almighty God.

This is embarrassing. But add to this comedy of false certainties the fact that 85% of non-Christians are confident that there is no objective standard for truth, and you will glimpse the terrible liability of this sort of thinking. It is not an exaggeration to say the vast majority of the non-believing population not only says that the Bible is not true, but that truth does not exist. It should be clear that this illogical thinking provides its adherents with absolutely no foundation for any kind of debate — moral, philosophical, or political. Some of these people are lunatics, of course, but they are not the lunatic fringe. We are talking about the explicit views of anti-Christian lobbyists who have followings numbering in the tens of thousands. These are some of the most influential, politically connected and well-funded people in our society, and are entrenched in the media and academia. 

It is, of course, taboo to criticize a person’s religious belief, especially when his religious belief is humanism. The problem, however, is that much of what people believe in the name of humanism is intrinsically divisive, unreasonable, and incompatible with genuine morality. One of the worst things about atheism is that it tends to decide questions of right and wrong by what makes them ‘feel good’,,
having no other standard with which to measure. Consequently, antitheistic people will devote immense energy to so-called moral problems—such as gays’ lacking the right to marry (actually, they don’t—a gay man has just as much right to marry a woman as a straight man)—where no real discrimination is at issue, and they will happily contribute to the surplus of human misery if it serves their religious beliefs.

A case in point: somatic (‘adult’) stem cell research is one of the most promising developments in the last century of medicine. It has proven to offer therapeutic breakthroughs in many human ailments (for the simple reason that these stem cells are easier to control and are often the person’s own cells so there is no danger of rejection), including leukemia, diabetes, severe burns — and even paralysis and Parkinson’s that Christopher Reeve and Michael J. Fox tugged at the heartstrings about (see Stem cells and Genesis for up-to-date documentation)! Yet the Democrats in Congress denied funding to this research, opting instead to pass a bill giving the funding to embryonic stem cell research, which the President vetoed.  (Of course, begging for taxpayer funding is an admission that ESCR has no proven benefits; if embryonic stem cell research could cure even baldness, let alone paralysis, they would be overwhelmed by private funding pouring in).

They did this on the basis that many of the people who support somatic stem cell research are also anti-abortion, and would thus like a bill that prevented the needless slaughter of human embryos. They do not believe that embryos have souls, and therefore have the same value as an aspirin. Not only this, but they believe that these tiny babies should be slaughtered in the hopes of providing cures that somatic stem cells have already provided. To get public support, they use sob stories like the little girl with burns over 75 percent of her body, for instance—who could be helped far better with her own stem cells without the moral issue of killing another person. Here, as ever, anti-theistic dogmatism impedes genuine compassion and progress.

A 3-day old human embryo is a collection of 150 cells called a blastocyst. Because they are so tiny, the anti-christian do not think these embryos have value. They make assertions that it is ok to kill them because they don't have brains, so they can't think or feel anything about their destruction. The truth is that the antitheists’ 
unjustified humanistic beliefs about the human soul are, at this very moment, prolonging a Holocaust several magnitudes worse than the evolution-inspired one that took place in Nazi Germany.

Given our status as a superpower, our material wealth and the continuous advancements in our technology, some people have forgotten that they are dependent on God for their every breath. It is worth noting that there are many people who seem to imagine that God, if He even exists, has no interaction at all in the world today. Believing that there is no God really seems to lead to the belief that there is no objective standard for truth, and inevitably entails the degradation of the worth of human life. One question we might want to collectively ponder in the future: do we really want people who think this way to run our country?

Religion is the one area of our discourse in which people can be discriminated against, if they are Christian—no matter what their accomplishments (whether valedictorian or discoverer of MRI). And yet the opposition claims that Christians are the persecutors. We are living in a world in which millions of grown men and women can rationalize the violent sacrifice of their own children by abortion and embryonic stem cell research by recourse to evolutionary fairy tales. We are living in a world in which millions of Muslims believe there is nothing better than to be killed in defense of Islam. We are living in a world in which millions of Americans believe in the right to kill their own children, and who coddle the Muslim extremist monsters. In a world brimming with increasingly destructive technology, Judeo-Christian religion is a crucial element to keep civilization civil and to be a moralizing influence. Love for his fellow man may not keep a man with his hand on the red button from becoming a tyrant, belief that he is accountable to God Almighty might.



